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Adult Education Presents  
Milwaukee Jewish Federation Program  

on Anti-Semitism 
Tuesday, February 16

th
 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

By Mark Levy 

W e will be joined by Allison Hayden from the Milwaukee Jewish Federation Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) to talk 
about the most recent trends in antisemitic behavior and the 2020 survey 
which is just about to be released. 

Allison Hayden is the Israel and JCRC Program Associate at the Milwaukee Jewish Federation.  Part of her 
job is to record and research antisemitic incidents and compile a yearly Audit of Antisemitic Incidents for the 
state of Wisconsin.  The 2019 audit showed a 55% increase from 2018.  The preliminary audit for 2020 is 
showing another jump in incidents.  With the concerning changes in trends and the increase of people willing 
to express hateful attitudes, it has become more apparent how important it is to build community and educate 
each other.  Allison will speak about the current trends in antisemitism here in Wisconsin. 

Look for a Zoom link that will be sent to CEEW members and come with some questions about this topic 
here in our area and elsewhere that you may want to ask at the end of the program.  

The congregation was part of the Elmbrook area 

food and clothing distribution that was planned for 

the end of December to help 

out with the needs of the 

community.  It was a com-

munity effort helped by vari-

ous area organizations and 

BEGIN faith congregations 

in the area.  CEEW has 

been a member of BEGIN 

for many years and often 

participates in their programming and events.  The 

community volunteers helped carry food and cloth-

ing to cars and a 

total of 98 house-

holds were served, 

including 186 adults 

and 242 children.  

CEEW contributed 

winter clothing to 

this effort.  A special thank you to all who helped 

with this endeavor!  According to the event coordi-

nators, this truly was a successful first Elmbrook 

area food and clothing distribution.   

ñNo One Has Ever Become Poor By Givingò     

Anne Frank 

CEEW Does Its Part With a Mitzvah  

for the BEGIN Clothing Drive 

By Laurie Schwartz 
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Our friend, Lee Fensin, was the editor 
of this bulletin for many years and it was 
his ñlittle newspaper.ò  After being a 
journalist for many years, helping create 
the CEEW monthly bulletin was for him a 
labor of love.  It will never be quite the 
same without his leadership, his input, 
attention to detail.  His presence will 
always be there as we read it each 
month. 

As a special tribute to Lee, we are 
asking our members and others to share 
their thoughts, memories, photos, stories 

and insights about Lee, and we will 
publish them as a tribute to his memory.  
Please submit anything you would like to 
contribute by Wednesday, FEBRUARY 
10.  And, you know Lee was big on 
deadlines!   

Send to Adrian Richfield:  
susu78@aol.com and 

Sydney Small: rottiesrock@wi.rr.com 

ñThose we love donôt go away; they 
walk beside us every day.  Unseen, 
unheard, but always near, so loved, so 
missed, so very dear.ò  unknown  

Lee FensinðOur Congregation mourns the loss of our dear 
friend.  We wish the family our sincere condolences. 

Lee A. Fensin ï January 27, 2021 age 76, of Waukesha, Wisconsin  

Loving husband of Marsha Fensin (nee Gelbart).  Adoring father of Scott S. Fensin and Lori M. 
Fisher.  Doting grandfather of Alex J. Fisher, Arielle S. Fisher, Ivie C. Fensin, Aubree S. Fisher 
and Reda Fensin.  Chiding brother of Kenneth (Cindy) Fensin.  Further survived by other family 
and friends.  

Lee was born August 3, 1944 in Chicago, Illinois.  He attended South Shore High School and 
the University of Illinois.  He spent his entire professional career as the Sports Editor at the 
Waukesha Freeman for 48 years.  He taught all who knew him the following:  

1. All jokes are funny provided you select the right audience.  

2. Laughter is medicinal and spiritually uplifting.  

3. Trying to grab the bill away from him after a family meal out risked losing an arm.  

4. The most important word in the term ñcommunity newspaperò is the first word.  

5. One doesnôt deserve anything--one earns.  

6. Grammar police is an honorable professional pursuit. The minimum sentence in kangaroo 
court for misusing there, their, or theyôre should be 2-5 minutes of public ridicule.  

7. Have dessert first.  

8. Being nice, kind, thoughtful, genuine, generous, and selfless takes very little effort and comes 
around in spades.  

9. Anyone who wants to know the true meaning of ñloveò need only study his nearly 52 years of 
marriage, 49 years of being a parent, and 19 years of being a grandparent.  

Lee did everything God put him on earth to do.  His memory will be a blessing to all who knew 
him.  

Leeôs favorite sports team was the Chicago Cubs.  I know heôd want to share with everyone he 
knew the wisdom of former Cubs manager Joe Maddon: ñTry Not To Suck.ò  

ñSay not in grief: óHe is no more,ô  
but live in thankfulness that he was.ò  

Hebrew Proverb 

mailto:susu78@aol.com
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I   hope that everyone is looking forward to 
the new year, and I am 
praying that by this time 
next year, weôll be wishing 
each other ñhappy new 
yearò in person!   

It has been a difficult year and 
people are having difficulty dealing 
with isolation, loss of jobs, of 
homes and of dignity.  Our elderly 
population is especially feeling 
lonely and sad.  I pray that we can 
look forward to a time when we will 
be able to see our friends and fami-
ly in person again, shop without 
wearing masks, go to movies and 
theatre, travel and just work in a 
normal environment.  We need to 
find jobs for those who are jobless 
and help those who need help.  
Our congregation will be holding a 
food drive in February during Purim 
as one way to help.    

As we move forward, how do we 
find hope and healing?  How do we 
heal from the past year of stress 
and isolation?  How do we help 
those who need our help?   

Whenever I am in a quandary 
about life, I often look at our Jewish 
texts for some guidance.  Here are 
some wonderful quotes that I hope 
may help you as we move forward.   

 

From Leviticus 19 and the  
holiness code:  

ñThe Lord spoke to Moses, say-
ing: Speak to the whole Israelite 
community and say to them: You 
shall be holy, for I, the Lord your 
God am holy.ò  We need to remem-
ber that everyone is created in 
Godôs image and that God wants 
us to be holy.  We need to ask our-
selves what it means to be holy in 
our lives and how to create that, 

not just for ourselves, but for oth-
ers.  Being holy is not just a state 
of ñbeing,ò but a state of ñdoing.ò  
Helping others by donating food, 
clothing and money to organiza-
tions that are helping people in 
need is one way you can help.  The 
Jewish Federation has a fund spe-
cifically for those suffering during 
COVID-19.   

ñYou shall not pick your vineyard 
bare or gather the fallen fruit of 
your vineyard; you shall leave them 
for the poor and the stranger: I the 
Lord am your God.ò  What does 
this mean in our modern society?  
How can we help the poor and the 
stranger in our society in a fair and 
positive way that will help them 
have dignity and purpose? 

ñYou shall not deal deceitfully or 
falsely with one another.ò  In a soci-
ety that has so much social media, 
how do we know what is truth and 
what is falsehood?  We need to 
find out the truths about this deadly 
disease and how to protect our-

selves until we have the vaccine 
and the numbers of cases and 
deaths have gone down significant-
ly.   

ñYou shall not defraud your fel-
low.  Do not deal basely with your 
countrymen.ò  We are seeing a lot 
of name calling in society today.  
Lack of respect for each other 
models terrible behavior to our chil-
dren.  We want to teach them to be 
kind and respectful to others.  We 
can learn and teach others to work 
on issues at hand by discussion, 
compromise and seeking solutions 
in a kind and respectful manner.  
We all know that Jews love to ar-
gue and debate heatedly.  Itôs in 
our blood.  However, it is not in our 
blood to treat people poorly, or G-d 
forbid, cause them physical or 
mental harm.  It is important for us 
to respect each other and ñagree to 
disagree,ò if necessary.  It hurts me 
to see people saying mean and 
harmful things to each other, espe-
cially on Facebook and other social 
media, where it is shown to so 
many people. 

I believe in my heart that following 
these ethical teachings is what 
makes an average person become 
holy.  Let us be a light to the na-
tions and to each other, as we look 
forward to the new year.  I pray that 
we can all move on together and 
heal this country and each other 
through love, peace and under-
standing.  I know we can get 
through this together.  As always, if 
you need to talk to me about any-
thing, I am here for you!  May God 
bless America and may God bless 
all of you. 

CANTOR DEBORAH MARTIN 

From the Spiritual Leaderõs Desk 

HOPE AND HEALING FOR THE FUTURE 

LET CANTOR MARTIN, CARING COMMITTEE KNOW:  Do you know a Temple 

member who is ill or in need of spiritual support of any kind (i.e. loss of job, divorce, difficult 

life transitions, etc.)?  Contact Cantor Martin at spiritualleader@waukeshatemple.org, or 608 -

698-4363, or contact Caring Committee Chair Marsha Fensin at mfsings@wi.rr.com.  


