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COMMUNITY SEDER 
Saturday, April 20

th
, 6 p.m. at Chenequa CC 

Reservation Form on Page 9 

PURIM CELEBRATION 
Sunday, March 24th, 10:30 a.m. at CEEW 

More info on Page 6 

to Being Shot Seek 

Representation in 

Washington 
SISTERHOODôS  
HERITAGE DINNER  
AND WINE PULL  
5 p.m. on March 31

st
 

RESERVATION FORM ON PAGE 11 

 

Israeli emissary  

Keren  
Weisshaus  

to speak 

 at CEEW on 
March 7th. 
Page 12 

 

A JOURNEY  

OF JEWISH MUSIC   
to be held April 14

th

 at Carroll  

to celebrate our 80th anniversary  

Among those performing are, 

clockwise from top left:  

Cantor Deborah Martin, 

Cantor Richard Newman, 

Cantor Sharon Brown -

Levy, Hassan Jeremy Stein 

and Cantor Karen Berman.  

Also: cantorial soloist Marsha 

Fensin, the Carroll University 

choir and the Temple band. 

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ / Fundraising Chair 
 

Save the date for an amazing afternoon celebrating 
CEEWôs 80th anniversary April 14th at Carroll University. 
You will be taken on a journey of Jewish Music and its  
influence on popular American music past and present. 
Learn the influence on music such as West Side Story, Wicked, Fiddler on 
the Roof and Irving Berlinôs White Christmas.  Enjoy an unforgettable after-
noon of music narrated by Cantor Deborah Martin with performances by 
Cantor Martin and other cantors, the Carroll University choir and A Bandôn 
All Hope, a klezmer band that includes several congregants.  
At the conclusion of the concert, attendees will have the opportunity to 
take part in a question and answer period. 
Prepare to enjoy a once-in-a-lifetime educational music journey. 
Contact Laurie Schwartz at L.Schwartz@waukeshatemple.org for more 
information. 
Tickets available at: https://jewish-music-journey.eventbrite.com/ 
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LET CANTOR MARTIN AND CARING COMMITTEE KNOW:  Do you know a 

Temple member who is ill or in need of spiritual support of any kind (i.e. loss of job, divorce, 

difficult life transitions, etc.)?  You can contact Cantor Martin at 608 -698-4363 or  

spiritualleader@waukeshatemple.org, or contact a member of CEEWõs Caring Committee. 

T his month we have one of the most enjoyable Jewish holi-
days, Purim.   

Although we have no proof of the 
events that we tell at this holiday, and  
it is considered one of our ñminorò  
holidays, there are many lessons we can 
learn from it.   
Some of them are: speaking up when 
someone threatens you; fighting against 
lashon harah (literally, an evil tongue; 
also gossiping or speaking evil about 
someone else); remembering the past, 
and rejoicing when we conquer evil.  
Here, Iôll focus on lashon harah. 
In the Purim story, we see how the 
pompous Haman is furious because 
Mordechai will not bow down to 
him.  Haman spreads untruths to the 
king about all of the Jewish people, and 
manipulates the king into signing an  
order to exterminate all the Jews.  

 
REFRAIN FROM LASHON HARAH 

 
In Jewish law, lashon harah is probably 
the sin thatôs hardest to refrain from.  
The Talmud tells us that the tongue is an 
instrument so dangerous that it must be 
kept hidden from view, behind the two 
protective walls of the mouth and teeth to 
prevent its misuse.  The Talmud says itôs 
worse than stealing or cheating someone 
financially, because money can be  
repaid, but the harm done by speech can 
never be repaired. 
In the Torah, Leviticus 25:17, we read, 
"You shall not wrong one another."  The 
Holiness code in Leviticus 19, states, 
ñYou shall not take vengeance or bear a 
grudge against your countrymen.  Love 
your fellow as yourself:  I am the 
Lord.  You shall observe My laws.ò  The 
ninth commandment states, ñYou shall 
not bear false witness against your 
neighbor.ò 
Israel Meir Kagan, who lived three  
decades into the 20th Century, wrote a 
whole book (Chofetz Chayyim) about the 
evils of slander and malicious gossip.  
These are some of the ideas he offered 
to help us to avoid lashon harah:  
1. Itôs forbidden to speak negatively 

about someone else, even if itôs the truth 
2. Itôs forbidden to repeat what youôve 
been told about another, even if it is not 
a negative thing. 
3. Itôs forbidden to listen to lashon hara.  
ñOne should either reprimand  
the speaker, or, if that is not possible, 
one should extricate oneself from that 
situation.ò 
4. If one has already heard the  
lashon hara, itôs forbidden to believe it.  
One ñshould always judge oneôs fellow 
favorably.ò  
5. One may ñsuspect that the lashon 
hara is true, and take the necessary  
precautions to protect oneself.ò 
6. It is forbidden to even make a  
derogatory motion toward someone. 
7. If the listeners might be able to figure 
out who is being spoken of, ñOne may 
not even retell a negative event without 
using names.ò 
8. To protect someone from harm, ñit is 
permissible, or even obligatory, to share 
negative information.ò  (Because this law 
is detailed, one should consult a compe-
tent rabbi to learn what may be shared in 
any particular situation.) 
A famous Chasidic tale illustrates the 
dangers of improper speech.  Judaism 
101 (from www.jewfaq.org) provides  
this version. ñA man went about the  
community telling malicious lies about 
the rabbi.  Later, he realized the wrong 

he had done, and began to feel remorse.  
He went to the rabbi and begged his  
forgiveness, saying he would do any-
thing he could to make amends.  The 
rabbi told the man, óTake a feather  
pillow, cut it open, and scatter the  
feathers to the winds.ô   

 
GATHERING FEATHERS DIFFICULT 
 
The man thought this was a strange 
request, but it was a simple enough task, 
and he did it gladly.  When he returned 
to tell the rabbi that he had done it, the 
rabbi said, óNow, go and gather the 
feathers.  Because you can no more 
make amends for the damage your 
words have done than you can  
re-collect the feathersô.ò 
This story reminds us that once we say 
something out loud, we can never take it 
back.  The damage may be irreparable, 
or at least it may make someone wary 
about trusting you.  The old adage, 
ñThink before you speak,ò could not be 
truer. 
Conversely, we know that Gemilut 
Chassadim (acts of loving-kindness)  
issue positive reactions  
between people.  Sometimes it is hard to 

CANTOR DEBORAH MARTIN 

From the Spiritual Leaderõs Desk 

 

Marching in to Purim  

Adrian Richfield photo 

Cantor Martin leads the singing with teacher Mari -Claire Zimmerman and 

members of the fifthð and sixth-grade class at a Friday night service on Feb. 1st.  

Among the students are Lia Ecker, Molly Schmidt and Torin Ecker . 

 
 

Please continue reading CANTOR,  

On Page 3 
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DONõT FORGET FOOD BIN:  We are reminded that if each of us brings a food  

item for the Waukesha Food Pantry each time we come to Temple, the bin could be 

overflowing.  Also, the tzedakah box in the upstairs lobby is dedicated to the Waukesha 

Food Pantry.  Please help.   

rewire our brains to react to someoneôs 
harsh speech with kindness, but it could 
make all the difference in the world on 
the outcome.   
Esther, instead of speaking out harsh-
ly to the King and asking how he could 
have possibly ordered all the Jews to be 
killed, is kind and respectful.  She begs 
him to save her and her people.   
Her kindness and love toward him  
results in the immediate response she 
wants and needs.   
An important part of being a kind  
person is knowing how to control your 
anger and frustration.  If you would like 
to learn more about rewiring your brain 
to react with kindness, you can look at 
this article: https://
www.theemotionmachine.com/how-to-
rewire-your-brain-to-be-more-kind-
toward-others/.   
Weôre a small congregation, and we 
sometimes get into disagreements or 
hurtful situations, just as a family does.   

Letôs all take a lesson from this Purim, 
a lesson about the importance of resolv-
ing our disputes directly with each other.  
Letôs avoid talking behind anotherôs 
back.  Letôs talk honestly but kindly with 
each other to help repair misunder-
standings, hurt or anger. If you are ever 
in a situation that you feel you cannot 
resolve yourself, I am always here to 

help you discuss it with me and the per-
son you are upset with, face to face.  
May you all have a joyous and fun  
Purim; please join us for all of the fun on 
Sunday, March 24th to celebrate Purim 
together.  Come in costumes, bring  
Hamantaschen and enjoy the Megillah 
reading and play.   
Chag Sameach!  Happy Holiday! 

CANTOR  

Continued from Page 2 

Students keep busy ñ at Temple and at OSRUI  

Marie Loeffler photos 

Above and at right: Students, teachers and parents work on projects 

during the Tu BõShevat Seder on Jan. 27th.  

Lia Ecker joined 24  

other kids from other 

small congregations at the 

fifth- and sixth-grade  

retreat at Olin Sang Ruby 

Union Institute  

in Oconomowoc  

on Feb. 8th and 9th. 
 

Cantor Martin photos 



Page 4  

 

MIDRASH CLASS OFFERED:  All adults are welcome to join in the weekly Midrash 

classes.  They run from 10:30 a.m. to noon most Wednesdays, October through June.   

Contact Cantor Martin for more information.   

By LEE FENSIN 
Bulletin Contributor 

 

O 
ur Religious School has been blessed 
with some veteran teachers, dedicated 
for many years to educating our children 

in Judaism ð some after long careers in the secular teaching 
world. 
Three of those teachers ð Ann Meyers, Joe Dailey and Mari

-Claire Zimmerman ð will be honored on March 3rd at the 
Coalition for Jewish Learningôs annual Salute to Educators. 
Ann, our Temple president, will receive a Teacher Impact 
Award. Joe will receive a School Support Award.  Mari-Claire 
will be recognized with a Chai Award for 
18 years of teaching in Religious School 
ð15 at CEEW and three at Beth El Ner 
Tamid. 
The event will take place Sunday, 
March 3rd from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Harry & Rose Samson Family JCC, 6255 
N. Santa Monica Blvd. in Whitefish Bay. 
Appetizers and desserts (dietary laws 
observed) will be offered, and our Temple 
band ï A Band'n All Hope ï will provide 
music. 
The event is free, but attendees are 
asked to RSVP at the CJL 2019 Salute to 
Jewish Educators website. 
CEEW Education Director Carrie  
Barbakoff said, ñAnn has put a lot of 
effort toward confirmation class by  
utilizing new curriculum materials: Hot 
Topics textbook to choose which topics 
would facilitate thought-provoking and 
engaging lessons for our teens for the 
first semester, and developing a  
comparative religion course for the  
second semester of the school year.ò 
Carrie said Joe ñwrote a whole unit for 
the confirmation class based on Pirkei Avot, and has been a 
guest teacher for several classes throughout the school year.ò  
Added Cantor Martin, ñNot to mention they are volunteering 
their services as our teachers. What a mitzvah.ò 
Ann has taught approximately a combined 26 years in  
religious and secular schools.  She began teaching in the  
Religious School at Beth Hillel Temple in Kenosha around 
1978, filling in for a teacher to complete her second-grade 
class's year. After that, she taught each year for about five 
years with students in grades 8, 9 and 10.  
ñI enjoy teaching adolescents and watching their beliefs 
about their Jewish values and heritage develop and evolve,ò 

Ann said. ñAs my professional life included 
knowledge of public school curricula, it was valua-
ble to be able to connect their  
weekday studies with what they were learning and 
living in their Jewish lives.ò  
   After Ann and Alan mar-

ried in 1992, the couple joined CEEW 
and she began teaching Religious 
School classes about a year later. She 
always taught older students, grades 6 
through confirmation.  
Her professional teaching career  
included teaching physically handi-
capped children through 11th grade in 
the Kenosha Unified School District. 
She provided instruction, both regular 
and adapted, to students with physical 
and cognitive disabilities. She assisted regular classroom 
teachers to meet the  
studentsô need within regular classrooms by providing support 
for adaptations as needed. And she assisted students in  
developing independence in life skills.  
She later worked at the Regional Staff Development Center 
at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside in Kenosha and as a 
junior high school reading specialist for grades 7 through 9 in 
the Kenosha School District. She went on to work as a high 
school and middle school reading specialist in the Hamilton 
School District in Sussex.  She received a masters degree in 
Education ð Reading Specialist in 1993. 
Joeôs 2018-19 confirmation class teaching at CEEW has had 
him doing 11 sessions ñplus a few other things.ò  ñWe have 
created a three-year cycle in which students learn about and 
try to use various guiding principles of Jewish ethics,ò Joe said. 
Joe, a retired professor at Carroll University, added, ñCEEW 
has blessed me with the chance to enjoy working with Jewish 
teens.  It's been a great time for me since I started in 2010, 
and I hope it's been good for my students.  There's an  
indefinable reward you feel as a teacher when any student 
goes forward with genuine self-created motivation.  Over  
those years, I've had lots and lots of rewarding experiences. 
Also on Joeôs busy schedule has been occasionally acting as 
a voice of CEEW when local congregations want someone to 
speak about Judaism.  
ñA big smile crossed my face last year when I learned that 
the St. Luke's Lutheran men's group identified their meetings 
as óTheology On Tap.ô  They meet in a train car at La Estacion. 
Joe taught at Carroll for 38 years, and three years before 
that at Danville (Ill.) Community College. 
All of Joeôs years of secular teaching included lots of  
communication courses.  He also taught non-communication 
courses in the General Education program at Carroll. 

SALUTING our veteran teachers  

Ann Meyers, Joe Dailey, Mari-Claire Zimmerman to be honored  

at educators event at JCC on March 3rd 

Ann Meyers 

Joe Dailey 

 

Mari-Claire Zimmerman 
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WEATHER CLOSINGS:  Weather related (and other) closings at the synagogue will be 

posted on WTMJ TV4 (Channel 4) and WISN-TV (Channel 12). 

T 
he holiday of Purim will be cele-

brated at CEEW on Sunday, 

March 24th, beginning with a 

carnival from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Every child will get a passport and be 

able to travel from game to game to col-

lect all of the stamps needed to win a 

prize bag at the carnival.  

There will be a parade of all in costume 

at 11:30 a.m. Adults and children are 

asked to come dressed up.  Next, we will 

fulfill one of the mitzvot (commandments) 

of Purim by hearing the Megillah (book of 

Esther) read. Then, this yearôs Purim 

shpiel  (The Little Mermaideleh) will be 

performed . We will end the morning with 

another mitzvah (commandment) of Pu-

rim, having a seudah (a festive meal). 

The meal served will be sub sandwiches, 

chips and a drink.  

We also will have our annual hamen-

taschen (three-cornered pastries filled with fruit or chocolate or other sweet or 

savory fillings) bake-off.  

Please make enough 

Hamentaschen for anyone 

who wants to taste yours so 

everyone can vote on their 

favorite! The triangular 

shape of hamentaschen is 

thought to be reminiscent of 

Hamanôs hat or ears. 

   In addition to the Purim 

meal and the hearing of the 

reading of the Megillah, the 

other two mitzvot 

(commandments) of Purim 

are Mishloach manot (gifts 

of food that friends ex-

change) and Matanot 

lôevyonim (gifts to the poor). 

   Our students will make 

hamentaschen in Religious 

School and put them in their 

Mishloach manot, which 

they will bring home on 

March 17th. Each week in 

Religious School we collect money 

(tzedakah) and the week of Purim will 

not be any different. Therefore this will 

be our matanot lôevyonim. 

The main reason we continue to  

celebrate the holiday of Purim is  

because it is a festival of commemora-

tion of an important chapter of Jewish  

historyð when Mordecai and Esther 

prevented all of the Jews of the old Per-

sian Empire from being killed. Under the 

rule of King Ahashverosh, Haman, the 

kingôs prime minister, plots to extermi-

nate all of the Jews of Persia (current 

day Iran). His plan is foiled by Queen 

Esther and her cousin Mordechai, who 

ultimately save the Jews of Persia from 

destruction.  

Please come to the Temple on Sun-

day, March 24th to hear the reading of 

the megillah, which is very different in 

the reading of the Torah because booing 

and noise-making are heard when 

Hamanôs name is read aloud.  Itôs always 

an entertaining part of our Purim celebra-

tion. 

Purim is definitely an unusual holiday. 

First, Esther is the only biblical book in 

which God is not mentioned.  Second, 

Purim is a minor festival that we have 

elevated to a major holiday because of 

the Jewish historical experiences and the 

fun of the holiday.   

The significance of Purim lies in what is 

has become, a holiday to be thankful and 

a joyous affirmation of Jewish survival 

against all odds. 

This year when unfortunately anti-

semitism is on the rise, it is especially 

important to be reminded of how we as 

Jews must stand up for ourselves and 

those who are being oppressed. 

CARRIE BARBAKOFF 
 

From the Education Directorõs Desk 

While having fun, we can fulfill  

many mitzvot on Purim  

Adrian Richfield photo 

Carrie Barbakoff helps Molly 

Schmidt during a Shabbat service that 

featured fifthð and sixth-graders. 
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HOST AN ONEG:  If you would like to host an Oneg Shabbat to celebrate a simcha in your 

family, there are signup sheets on the social hall door, or call the Temple office, 262 -547-7180.  


